




FIREPLACES & WOOD STOVES

Communication

an excerpt from PIllar to Post® home information series. 
Contact your local home inspector for a full version.

T here is nothing like the ambiance of a wood
burning fireplace.

QUICK HAPPINESS TRICKS

Inspection  Insights 

But like any heating system, wood burning fireplaces 
require maintenance to ensure safe and efficient  
operation. They should be inspected and cleaned 
every year. This process is not a do-it-yourself job.  
A chimney fire occurs when the combustible  
deposits in the chimney (creosote) ignite. A chimney 
fire involves flames shooting out the chimney top, 
and air roaring up the chimney to feed the fire. It 
is as loud as it is dangerous! A chimney sweep can 
remove the creosote deposits that potentially cause 
fires. A flue liner in good condition will help protect 
your home if you do have a chimney fire.  
An inspection of the chimney flue is not part of a 
home inspection. 

Old Unlined Chimneys
Fireplaces in old homes may not have clay flue 
liners. It is particularly important to seek the advice 
of an expert for these old chimneys. Unlined brick 
chimneys come in two varieties: single thickness 
(four inches of brick), and double thickness (eight 
inches of brick). 

Glass Doors
The glass doors reduce heat loss when the fireplace is not  
running. Most glass door systems added to an existing fireplace are 
not designed to be closed when the fire is lit. On the other hand, 
some high efficiency zero-clearance fireplaces are  
designed for operation with the doors closed. 

Wood Stove
A wood stove is more efficient than a fireplace. Modern wood 
stoves burn wood cleanly and efficiently, but must be cleaned and 
inspected annually. An expert will check the flue, the hearth and 
the clearance to combustibles. The clearance to combustibles 
information is listed on the data tag on the wood stove.

Zero-Clearance
Today, a fireplace can be added to almost any home. A zero- 
clearance fireplace can be installed directly against an existing  
wall and supported by the existing floor (a foundation  
is not required). A good installer is a must for this job.

CLEVER COOKWARE TRICKS

Here are a few ideas to keep the bad 
moods and negativity at bay.

1. Stand in the rain for a sunnier mood. 
Take your umbrella outside and breathe 
deeply. Rain produces negatively charged 
ions that increase the flow of oxygen to 
your brain, which increases mood,  
alertness and mental energy.

2. Renew friendships with snail mail. An 
email note may be quick, but writing 
an old-fashioned letter to send through 
the mail is proven to be more relaxing 
and to invite a more thoughtful heartfelt 
response.

3. Invite optimism by counting to three. 
Stop and think about 3 things that went 
right today, then write them down on a 
scrap of paper. People who do this  
regularly feel better about their lives as a 
whole and are more optimistic about the 
future.

Lighten the 
chore of  
keeping pots 
and pans clean 
for the next use 
with a few tricks.

�s���-�A�K�E���A�N�Y���P�A�N���N�O�N�S�T�I�C�K�� Boiling white vinegar in your metal 
pan for 15 seconds will make it nonstick. It will last for 2 
months, or so.

�s���2�I�D���Y�O�U�R���P�O�T�S���O�F���B�U�R�N�T���F�O�O�D�� Place a dryer sheet in the bottom 
of a pan with burnt food, fill with hot water and wait 30  
minutes. Then just wipe away the food.

�s���#�O�O�K���S�T�A�I�N�S���A�W�A�Y�� If your aluminum pot is stained, heat up 
tomato sauce or another acidic food in the pot. The acids  
act as natural stain removers on aluminum.

�s���+�E�E�P���C�O�P�P�E�R���C�L�E�A�N���W�I�T�H���F�R�U�I�T�� Polish copper to a high 
sheen by rubbing tarnish away with a lemon dipped in a  
bit of salt.
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 Why Pillar to Post®?

WE WORK WITH YOU

 Pillar To Post® is North America’s 
leading home inspection company. 
We are committed to quality in the 
service we provide to real estate 
professionals, home buyers and 
sellers. Our training, reporting and 
professionalism are second to none in 
the industry.

 Our goal is to enable you to have 
confi dence in the home buying 
decision and transaction process. 
The inspection provides an excellent 
opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge 
about the home. During the inspection, 
we will point out and discuss areas of 
concern regarding the property. We 
then provide a detailed, unbiased 
report with all this information.
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•  Do not burn trash.
•  Do not burn pressure-treated or painted wood.
•  Burn seasoned hardwood. Softwood will cause creosote
    to build up more quickly.
•   Load the logs near the back of the fi replace.
•   Use the spark screen.
•   Make sure smoke and CO detectors are functioning.
•   Have the chimney and fi replace or wood stove
    inspected and cleaned annually.
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